
3. 7Sins/Portraits
● Face Basics: Proportion, Placement, Planes, Forms and Expressions 

TWO WEEK TIMELINE with in-class instruction/demos:
Two class days working with a female and a male model (Classes 7 and 8)
Two class days working on Project (Classes 9 & 10) 

Outside sketchbook assignments

Everything Due Class 11



OUT OF CLASS Exercises in Moleskin: 
Go to Dropbox Class folder _MATERIAL/HANDOUTS and look for the folder called FACE EXERCISES: 

1. READ: Discussion on lighting and apply to photo references.
2. PRINT a celebrity half-head. Using a ruler to find equal distance, DRAW the contour outlines 

(eye/nose/mouth/head/hair outline) and SHADE the Values as perfect as you can to match.
3. READ handout on Portrait PLANES as we will be drawing these in class
4. Cut out 5 magazine heads tape into moleskin and draw the PLANES on top of them in your sketchbook.
5. DRAW 3 Head studies as exampled using planes 
6. DRAW/COPY the SKULLs and HEADS in Sketchbook 
7. Take Expression-photos (save in dropbox) Use lighting examples from 1st reading! SKETCH one of these in your 

Moleskin using Planes and Values as your starting point.
8. READ Head/Neck Handout
9. Draw EYES/NOSES/MOUTHS/EARS as studies (one per page) as many as you can handle!

THESE are all to be completed OUTSIDE of class/model time next week and the week after. File in your 
IDEATION folder. (Exercises 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9)



PROJECT 3 OPTIONS
We will spend two class days working with a female and a male model. (Classes 7 and 8)
This assignment will push you to examine the face through drawing PLANES, PROPORTIONS, PLACEMENT and FORMS.

CHOOSE 1 PROJECT OPTION: *(novice artists  are advised to pick option 1 and advanced students advised to choose option 2)

PROJECT OPTION 1: (this will be demonstrated for this group) 
Create a portrait of a person you know (can be a self-portrait) using effective lighting to establish strong forms that show edge and value transitions. Be 
investigative of Background options, lighting, position, fabric or other  props…) Have high quality print out for use for Classes 9-10 in class. 
MEDIA: ALL FORMS OF CHARCOAL and Kneaded Eraser on FLANNEL GREY paper from kit (Mi-Teintes), full sheet with 1” light outlined border exact..
CHARCOAL OPTION 1 MUST BE SPRAYED WITH “WORKABLE FIXATIVE” AT CONCLUSION. (not in kit) and it must be Corner Mounted on BlackBoard
This option does not include color comp or thumbnails, only a pre-sketch (50 pts). 

Or

PROJECT OPTION 2: 
We will take photo references as the models go through a series of expressive poses and facial expressions that capture: Rage, Sloth, Lust, Greed, Pride, 
Envy and Gluttony.  You’ll be expected to be creative with these photos and drawings. Have high quality print out for use for Classes 9-10 in class.
MEDIA: WATERCOLOR and DRY MEDIA as desired. 15x20 Hot or Cold Press Watercolor Board with working space larger than 10x12 and 1” border 
minimum.
 This Option includes Media Color Comp and Thumbnails (50 pts) and has NO Black Mount required.

BOTH OPTIONS:  MUST USE PHOTO/MODEL  REFERENCES  to Inform your Drawing! 
(pts will be deducted if you’re missing high quality print outs for use in classes 9-10! Make up points will not be regiven)



PRESENTATION/LABELING

____CHARCOAL OPTION 1 MUST BE SPRAYED WITH “WORKABLE FIXATIVE” AT CONCLUSION. (not in kit) and it must be Corner Mounted on BlackBoard

____Final Artwork  is brought to class with clean fitted Tracing Paper Flap covering the artwork and flapped/taped to top back. 

___Sign the Front Bottom Right Clearly/Legibly 

____Label Artwork your NAME, Project Title and Wimmer/Yoursection on back bottom.

____Digital Submission is taking a direct photo, squared up and cropped at the highest resolution your equipment allows. 
       Digital file should be titled: FirstnameLastname.ProjectTitle.jpg     (Be Creative with your title!) 



Examples of 
former HS students 
Charcoal Portraits







Zooming in you 
can see 

abstract shapes 
that are defined 
by a 

hard edge or soft 
edge 

and a Dark/Med 
or Light Value







Examples of 
7 Sins Creative Portraits by 

former College Students



Past college student examples
Left: Greed
Top: Envy



Past college student examples
Left: Greed
Top: Lust



Past 
college 
student 
examples:

Left: Lust
Right: Gluttony



Past 
college 
student 
examples:

Both are SLOTH and 
this student did TWO 
pieces for the 
assignment.



Examples of 
Professional Portraits

(CLICK on the pics 
for artist links)



https://www.davidkassan.com/draw


https://npg.si.edu/exhibit/drawing/borgman.html
http://hifructose.com/2015/05/22/dylan-andrews-charcoal-portraits-play-with-shadows/


https://www.behance.net/gallery/2100376/Les-Filles
https://twistedsifter.com/2016/08/stunning-charcoal-drawings-on-paper-by-casey-baugh/


https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2014/04/mixed-media-portraits-by-florian-nicolle/
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2014/04/mixed-media-portraits-by-florian-nicolle/


https://www.instagram.com/titovviktor/
https://www.instagram.com/titovviktor/


https://www.artistsnetwork.com/art-mediums/drawing/drawing-basics-drawing-lessons-from-john-singer-sargent/
https://www.artistsnetwork.com/art-mediums/drawing/drawing-basics-drawing-lessons-from-john-singer-sargent/


Examples of 
Norman Rockwell “Gossip” 

Studies to Finish







EXTRA TUTORIALS and INSPIRATION outside of class: 

My YOUTUBE DRAWING PORTRAITS PLAYLIST

https://www.pinterest.com/Msartroom/drawing/

https://www.pinterest.com/Msartroom/drawing-portraits/

https://www.pinterest.com/Msartroom/drawing-anatomy-lessons/

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDS5osumUVF3P5rfcCVEOjvDcm444GVjJ
https://www.pinterest.com/Msartroom/drawing/
https://www.pinterest.com/Msartroom/drawing-portraits/
https://www.pinterest.com/Msartroom/drawing-anatomy-lessons/

