
JIME	WIMMER	DEMO/DIRECT PAINTING TERMS	&	TIPS	
 
ALLA PRIMA  
Italian, meaning at first attempt, is a painting technique, used mostly in oil painting, in which layers of wet paint 
are applied to previously administered layers of wet paint. (awesome	book:	Alla	Prima,	Richard	Schmid)	
 
FAT OVER LEAN  
refers to the principle in oil painting of applying paint with a higher oil to pigment ratio ('fat') over paint with a 
lower oil to pigment ratio ('lean') to ensure a stable paint film, since it is believed that the paint with the higher 
oil content remains more flexible. 
 
IMPRIMATURA  
is an initial stain of color painted on a ground. It provides a painter with a transparent, toned ground…important	
for	color	application	and	initial	value	lay	in.	The term itself stems from the Italian and literally means "first paint 
layer".	
 
SFUMATO 
Italian “smoke like” technique of allowing tones and colors to shade gradually into one another, producing 
softened outlines or hazy forms. 
 
IMPASTO 
the process or technique of laying on paint or pigment thickly so that it stands out from a surface paint applied 
thickly. (prominent	in	highlights	and	brighter	areas,	serves	the	3D	purpose	as	well	of	catching	light)	
 
GRISAILLE  
in French, grisaille has also come to mean any painting technique in which translucent oil colors are laid over a 
monotone underpainting. (this	is	NOT	a	direct	method,	but	the	academic	method	combined	with	glazes	and	fat	
over	lean) 
 

 
SUPPLIES	
Dawn	Dish	Detergent		
Gamsol	Mineral	Spirits	(glass/metal	container)	
Liquin,	Linseed	oil	or	walnut	oil	(there’s	others)	
Cotton	RAGS	and	Paper	Towels	
	
Round,	Flat,	Filbert	Brushes	
Soft	Natural	Brushes	and	Hog	Hair/Bristle	Brushes	
	
Grey	Palette	/	Glass	Palette	
Razor/Scraper	
	
	

	
SOFT	TO	HARD	
DARK	TO	LIGHT	
THIN	TO	THICK	
LEAN	TO	FAT	

BACK	TO	FRONT	
	

	
	
	

Limited	Palette:			
Burnt	Sienna	
Ultramarine	Blue	
Titanium	white	
	
Zorn	Palette:		
Yellow	Ochre	
Cadmium	Red	Light	(or	Vermillion)	
Ivory	Black	
Titanium	white		
	
Marc	Carder	Palette:		
Titanium	White	
Cad	yellow	medium	
Alizarin	Crimson	
Ultramarine	Blue	
Burnt	Umber	
	
ADDITIONAL	COLORS		
Transparent	Oxide	Red	(Skin)	
Viridian	Green	
Cobalt	Blue	
Cerulean	Blue	
Prussian	Blue	
Cadmium	Red	Deep		
Cadmium	Yellow	Deep/Light	
Raw	Umber	
	


